Chapter  XII
PLAYWRITING FOR  LOVE
The darkest hour ever experienced by the work-
aday English dramatist came in the Caroline
period, not many years after Shakespeare was
laid to his rest. Fell circumstances conspired to
rob him of his modest livelihood and all but
succeeded in the attempt. The menace came from
a host of aspiring dilettanti, all of whom were
content to give their plays to the players gratis,
and some of whom even went the length of
paying them to bring them out* Though the
sympathy of the players was with the professional
authors, whose capacity was known, the tempta-
tions held out to them, hacked up as they were
now and again by powerful influence, proved
Irresistible. Broadly speaking, the poachers on
the orthodox dramatist's preserves were of two
classes, courtier-wits* and ambitious young
scholars from the two Universities anxious to ob-
tain & foothold at court. Granted a fair measure
of ability,both could reckon upon some measure